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 January 21, 2026 
 
Sonoma- Marin Area Rail Transit Board of Directors 
5401 Old Redwood Highway, Suite 200 
Petaluma, CA 94954 
 
SUBJECT:  Acceptance of certifications of the Sonoma County Registrar of Voters 
qualifying “The SMART Initiative: Safe, Modern, and Accessible Rail and Transit” 
an elector-proposed initiative petition for the ballot; and request of the Counties 
of Sonoma and Marin to call for a special election to be held on June 2, 2026, and 
consolidate the special election with the statewide Direct Primary election and 
any special election held on that same date. 
 
Dear Board Members: 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
Adopt Resolution No. 2026-01 accepting the certifications of the Sonoma County 
Registrar of Voters as to the verifications of signatures for the initiative petition 
entitled “The SMART Initiative: Safe, Modern, and Accessible Rail and Transit” 
(“Initiative Measure”), and requesting the Boards of Supervisors of the Counties 
of Sonoma and Marin to call a special election on the initiative measure to be held 
on June 2, 2026, and to consolidate the special election with the Statewide Direct 
Primary Election and any special election held on that same date.  
 
SUMMARY: 
Elections Code section 9309 requires the Elections Official to certify to the District 
Board at its next regular meeting, the results of its examination if the petition 
contains sufficient signatures qualifying the Initiative Measure for the ballot. 
Public Utilities Code section 105045 requires the Boards of Supervisors for the 
Counties of Marin and Sonoma to call for a special election to submit the measure 
to the voters and allows for consolidation with a statewide election. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
On August 25, 2025, proponents of the Initiative Measure submitted (1) a notice 
of intention, (2) the written text of the Initiative Measure, and (3) affidavits from 
newspaper representatives confirming publication. See Attachments 1-3. The 
Initiative Measure proposes renewing funding for the Sonoma-Marin Area Rail 
Transit system by extending SMART’s public funding for another 30 years, without 
increasing taxes.  
 
The petitions regarding the Initiative Measure were accepted for filing and 
submitted for signature verification to the Registrar of Voters on November 21, 
2025. The Sonoma County Register of Voters, the Elections Official for the District, 
has notified SMART that it has verified that the requisite number of voters in the 
Counties of Marin and Sonoma signed the petition qualifying the Initiative 
Measure for the ballot. Pursuant to Elections Code 9309, the Registrar of Voters 
has requested that the SMART Board of Directors accept the certifications.  The 
District Clerk of the Board has reviewed the certifications and concurs that the 
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Initiative Measure has qualified for the ballot. See Attachments A and B to the Resolution. 
 
Because the Sonoma County Registrar of Voters certified that the petition contained signatures from at least 
ten percent (10%) of the registered voters of the District qualifying the Initiative Measure for the ballot, Public 
Utilities Code section 105045 requires the Boards of Supervisors for the Counties of Marin and Sonoma to call 
for a special election to submit the Initiative Measure to the voters and allows for consolidation with a 
statewide election.   
 
The Recommendation of staff to the Board is to adopt Resolution No. 2026-01, to take the following actions: 
 
(1) Accept the certifications of the Sonoma County Registrar of Voters that “The SMART Initiative: Safe, 

Modern, and Accessible Rail and Transit” (“Initiative Measure”), an elector-proposed initiative petition, 
contains sufficient signatures to qualify for the ballot, and accept concurrence of the District Clerk of the 
Board. 

(2) Request the Boards of Supervisors of the Counties of Sonoma and Marin to call a special election on the 
Initiative Measure in their respective Counties to be held on June 2, 2026, and to consolidate the special 
election with the Statewide Direct Primary Election and any special election held on that same date in the 
manner prescribed in Elections Code 10418 and all other proceedings in accordance with provisions of 
applicable State law, and to submit the Initiative Measure to the voters. The full text of the proposed 
Initiative Measure is attached to the Resolution as Attachment C. 

(3) In accordance with section 10002 of the Elections Code, request that the Sonoma County and Marin County 
Registrars of Voters render full election services relating to the conduct of an election held in the Counties 
on June 2, 2026. 

(4) The Resolution also requests the Boards of Supervisors of the Counties of Sonoma and Marin to transmit 
the text of the Initiative Measure to the Sonoma County Counsel’s Office to prepare an impartial analysis 
of the Initiative Measure. 

(5) The Resolution states the District will appropriate funds to reimburse the Counties of Marin and Sonoma 
upon request for the incremental costs of submitting a measure to the voters pursuant to Public Utilities 
Code section 105045, whether or not the Initiative Measure is approved by the voters. 

(6) The Resolution directs the District Clerk to take any and all actions necessary under law to prepare for and 
conduct the Election.  

 
The Resolution also establishes the following ballot language to be provided to the Boards of Supervisors and 
Sonoma and Marin Counties, and the respective county Registrar of Voters for submission to the voters: 

 
Without increasing taxes, continue Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Transit District regional train and 
bicycle/pedestrian pathway service beyond 2029 to serve residents including seniors, youth, essential workers, 
and low-income households; relieve traffic congestion; complete planned rail/pathway expansion; increase 
ridership; preserve community’s historic rail infrastructure investment; maintain clean/safe trains; reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions, shall the measure extending the ¼ cent, voter-approved, sales tax for 30 years, 
generating approximately $51,000,000 annually beginning in 2029, be adopted? 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: The estimated fiscal impact is $700,000 for SMART’s proportional share of the June 2, 2026, 
election costs.  These funds are included in Budget Amendment #6 which is before the Board of Directors for 
approval today, January 21, 2026. 
 
 
 
// 
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 REVIEWED BY:   [  X ] Finance __/s/_____       [ X   ] Counsel ___/s/_____ 

 
Sincerely, 
   
   /s/ 
Eddy Cumins  
General Manager 
 
Attachment(s): 1.) Notice of Intention 
 2.) Written Text of Initiative Measure 
 3.) Affidavits of Newspaper Representatives 
 4.) Resolution No. 2026-01 
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RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE SONOMA-MARIN AREA RAIL TRANSIT 
DISTRICT ACCEPTING THE CERTIFICATIONS OF THE SONOMA COUNTY REGISTRAR OF VOTERS AS 
TO THE VERIFICATION OF SIGNATURES FOR THE INTIATIVE PETITION ENTITLED “THE SMART, 
INITIATIVE: SAFE, MODERN, AND ACCESSIBLE RAIL AND TRANSIT” AND REQUESTING THE BOARDS 
OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTIES OF SONOMA AND MARIN TO CALL A SPECIAL ELECTION ON 
THE INITIATIVE MEASURE TO BE HELD ON JUNE 2, 2026, AND TO CONSOLIDATE THE SPECIAL 
ELECTION WITH THE STATEWIDE DIRECT PRIMARY ELECTION AND ANY SPECIAL ELECTION HELD 
ON THAT SAME DATE  
 
 
 WHEREAS, Proponents of “The SMART Initiative: Safe, Modern, and Accessible Rail and Transit” 
(“Initiative Measure”) submitted a notice of intention, the written text of the Initiative Measure, and 
affidavits from newspaper representatives confirming publication as required by Elections Code 
section 9304 to the Sonoma County Registrar of Voters (“ the Elections Official”) for the Sonoma-
Marin Area Rail Transit District (“the District” or “SMART”) and to the Clerk of the Board (“District 
Clerk”) on August 25, 2025; and   
  

WHEREAS, per Elections Code section 9611, the District Elections Official for the District, 
which is comprised of voters from Marin and Sonoma Counties, is the Registrar of Voters for the 
County of Sonoma as Sonoma County has the largest number of registered voters in the District; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, on December 18, 2025, the Sonoma County Registrar of Voters notified SMART 
that the requisite number of signatures required to qualify the Initiative Measure is 48,809, which 
is 10% of 488,090; the number of registered voters in the District, comprised of Sonoma County and 
Marin County, as of the date of the last report of registration before the notice of intent was 
submitted; and  
 

WHEREAS, the petitions regarding the Initiative Measure were accepted for filing and 
submitted for signature verification by the Registrars of Voters on November 21, 2025, within the 
statutory time limit; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the results of the random sample signature verification conducted by the 
Sonoma County Registrar of Voters having established that the petition contained an estimated 
value of 57,418 valid signatures of qualified registered voters in the District based on the random 
sample examination set forth in California Elections Code section 9309 and the formula prescribed 
by the California Secretary of State; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Sonoma County Registrar of Voters has verified that the combined total of 

valid signatures for Sonoma and Marin counties exceeds the 110% threshold (53,869) required 
to qualify the initiative and from the examination the petition was found sufficient; and 
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 WHEREAS, the Sonoma County Registrar of Voters has prepared the “Certificate for 
Petition Signatures” and “Certificate to Initiative Petition” attached as Exhibit “A”; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the District Clerk, has prepared the “Certificate of Sufficiency” concurring that 
that the Initiative Measure has qualified for the ballot attached as Exhibit “B”; and 
  
 WHEREAS, Elections Code section 9309 requires that the certification of the results of the 
examination of the voter initiative petitions be submitted to the Board of Directors at the next 
regular Board meeting following the certification; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to Public Utilities Code section 105045, the Boards of Supervisors for 
the Counties of Marin and Sonoma shall call for a special election on the Initiative Measure in 
their respective Counties; and may consolidate the special election with a statewide election and 
the Initiative Measure shall be submitted to the voters of the Counties of Sonoma and Marin; 
and  
  

WHEREAS, the next statewide election is June 2, 2026. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF SMART HEREBY 
FINDS, DETERMINES, DECLARES AND ORDERS AS FOLLOWS: 
 

1. The foregoing Recitals contained herein are true and correct and are incorporated herein 
and form a part of this Resolution. 

2. The District Board accepts the certifications of the Sonoma County Registrar of Voters 
that “The SMART Initiative: Safe, Modern, and Accessible Rail and Transit” (“Initiative 
Measure”), an elector-proposed initiative petition, contains sufficient signatures to 
qualify for the ballot; and the Board accepts the District Clerk’s “Certificate of Sufficiency” 
concurring with the Sonoma County Registrar of Voters. 

3. Pursuant to Public Utilities Code section 105045, the District Board requests the Boards 
of Supervisors of the Counties of Sonoma and Marin to call a special election on the 
Initiative Measure in their respective Counties to be held on June 2, 2026, and to 
consolidate the special election with the Statewide Direct Primary Election and any special 
election held on the same date in the manner prescribed in Elections Code 10418 and all 
other proceedings in accordance with provisions of applicable State law, and to submit 
the Initiative Measure to the voters. The full text of the proposed Initiative Measure is 
attached to this Resolution as Exhibit “C”. 

4. The question to be provided to the Boards of Supervisors of the Counties of Sonoma and 
Marin and their respective Registrar of Voters and to be submitted to the Voters 
concerning the Initiative Measure shall appear on the ballot in the following form:  
 

Without increasing taxes, continue Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Transit District 
regional train and bicycle/pedestrian pathway service beyond 2029 to 
serve residents including seniors, youth, essential workers, and low-
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income households; relieve traffic congestion; complete planned 
rail/pathway expansion; increase ridership; preserve community’s historic 
rail infrastructure investment; maintain clean/safe trains; reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions, shall the measure extending the ¼ cent, voter-
approved, sales tax for 30 years, generating approximately $51,000,000 
annually beginning in 2029, be adopted? 

 
5. The District Board requests the Boards of Supervisors of the Counties of Sonoma and 

Marin transmit the text of the Initiative Measure to the Sonoma County Counsel’s Office 
to prepare an impartial analysis of the Initiative Measure. 

6. In accordance with section 10002 of the Elections Code, the District Board requests that 
the Sonoma County and Marin County Registrars of Voters render full election services 
relating to the conduct of an election held in the Counties on June 2, 2026. 

7. The District will appropriate funds to reimburse the Counties of Marin and Sonoma upon 
request for the incremental costs of submitting a measure to the voters pursuant to Public 
Utilities Code section 105045, whether or not the Initiative Measure is approved by the 
voters.  

8. The District Board directs the District Clerk to take any and all actions necessary under 
law to prepare for and conduct the Election, including filing copies of this Resolution with 
the Sonoma County and Marin County Boards of Supervisors and with the Sonoma County 
and Marin County Registrars of Voters.   

 
 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Sonoma-Marin Area 
Rail Transit District held on the _____ day of __________ 2026, by the following vote: 
 
DIRECTORS: 
AYES:    
NOES: 
ABSENT:  Coursey; Cader Thompson  
ABSTAIN: 
 

____________________________________ 
Mary Sackett, Vice Chair, Board of Directors 

Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Transit District 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_____________________________________________ 
Kyreen Jorgensen, Clerk of the Board of Directors 
Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Transit District 
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